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operative societies are striving to expand this trade and to make it

more profitable.

THE FISHING INDUSTRY

Some sixty miles east of Yorkshire lie the Dogger Hanks, the
most famous fishing grounds in the world. These hanks consist of
a submerged plateau approximately 7000 square miles in extent and
covered with water to a depth of between JOO and uo feet. To the
north and west important fishing grounds also lie olT the I/aeroc
Islands and Iceland. Less important centers are to be found in the
English Channel and in the waters surrounding Ireland. These fishing
grounds, together with numerous harbors and limited possibilities for
agricultural development, naturally turned the attention of, the British
to the sea and caused the islands to develop the most extensive fishing
industry in Europe.

TABLE 70 .

EUROPEAN SEA FISHERIES, I9301
(thousands of metric tons)

United Kingdom...............   1189.3

Norway......................   1140.9

Germany.....................    368, o

France.......................    290.2

Iceland.......................    253.1

The Netherlands...............    236.7

Portugal......................    185.3

Denmark.....................      92.7

Sweden.......................      87.4

Belgium......................      38. o

Estonia.......................      16.9

The most important fisheries lie in the North Sea, and the fishing
fleets of the eastern coast of Britain normally bring in four times
as many fish as those of the west. Recently, however, the Dogger
Banks have been overfished, and it is becoming increasingly neces-
sary for British fishermen to go farther afield. Over 150 ports in
Great Britain alone have important catches of fish. The most impor-
tant English ports in this connection are Hull, Grimsby, Yarmouth,
Lowestoft and North Shield, while in Scotland Aberdeen and Leith
hold the leading positions. The English ports have unusual facilities
for handling and preparing the catch, which is dispatched with haste
by fast trains to London, the world's most important fish market.

Fish is the only food exported in important quantities from the
British Isles. Normally the United Kingdom exports over half of its

1 Statistical Yearbook of the League of Nations, 1932-33.